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Whether it is in our personal or professional life, everyone
is guilty of pressing someone to get the answer we want.
This is especially true in our line of business, when you are
an adjuster, an attorney, cause and origin expert, or an
engineer. However, the individual pressing for the desired
answer and/or result, must keep in mind that cause and
origins and engineers, and even attorneys have a code of
ethics, that must be followed.

Cause and origin experts’ code of ethics must be followed during an IHSIde thlS NEWSIetter g

investigation and in forming an opinion, but they also extend to dealings with :
o clients, and the opinions they render. The relevant standard states: SE o . .
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n the origin, but what could have caused the loss. While

ccfuse and origins may see hundreds, if not thousands of the
S; 7 same type of electrical fire year after year throughout their
[\ careers, the simple fact is rendering an electrical opinion is
outside their area of expertise, and their opinion will be
excluded on a motion in limine or on a Daubert or Fry-
Mack challenger.

Likewise, everyone understands that all engineers
are not created equal, and that a mechanical engineer can-
"_: not render an opinion on an electrical failure,
i and vice versa. However, on a small loss that
__is a first assumed to be an electrical failure,

and turns out to be mechanical, an electrical
~ engineer may be pushed to render an opinion
} g  that will be outside of his/her expertise.
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This"'fsimportant because the attorney takes the 'e;épert’s

... If an expert presents
slanted views, the
simple fact is that the
truth will not be
presented to the client
or to the Court. . .

opinions and presents them to the Court and the adverse
parties consistent with their duty to vigorously represent
their client. To be clear, attorneys’statements should al-

ways be true, but they can advocate facts are more or less
important, and which facts the court should consider more
strongly or discount entirely. If the expert that has at-
tended the lab or scene examination presents their facts to
the attorney with a slanted view, the simple fact is that the
truth will not be presented to the client or to the court.

It is important that when an attorney meets with
cause and origins and engineers and other experts, they
need to be respectful of the duties and ethics that each pro-
fessional must adhere to. As previously stated, attorneys
question the experts’ opinions to determine if their client
has a viable defense or a subrogation claim. The attorney

must remember that if they push an

expert past the point of where they are ohis &
comfortable in their opinion, or into an .. ,‘
area where they are outside their exper- ' X
tise, they will simply be eliciting a o
flawed, inadmissible opinion. To that © o
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Harbor Freight Tools Recalls Cordless Drill .

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission in cooperation with

. Harbor Freight Tools of Camarillo, California has announced a volun-
tary recall of the Drill Master cordless drill. The black trigger switch
on the 19.2v cordless drill can overheat, posing a fire and burn hazard
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to consumers. Approximately 108,000 units were sold at Harbor
Freight Tools stores nationwide, via catalog and online at
www.harborfreight.com from April 2008 through May 2012 for be-
tween $27 and $30 and were manufactured in China. Harbor Freight
Tools has received one report of a drill overheating and burning
through the handle of the unit which resulted in a consumer receiving
a minor injury.

. This regall involves Harbor Freight Tools Cordless Drills, model num-
- ber 96526, The drills are blue and black and have a black trigger a
eable battery pack. The drill’s {t &
label on the left side of the drill.
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Toro Riding Mowers Recalled

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission in cooperation with The i.ﬁ
Toro Company of Bloomington, Minnesota has announced a voluntary recall
of the Toro ZMaster ® Riding mowers . The traction belt can wear through

the mower’s fuel tank and cause fuel to leak, posing a fire hazard. Approxi-
mately 2,600 units were sold nationwide at Toro dealers from January 2012 %
through August 2012 for between $7,700 and $8,700. Toro has received five

reports of incidents. No injuries have been reported.

This recall involves 2012 Toro Z Master Commercial 2000 Series ZRT riding
mowers. The mowers are red and black. "Toro" and "2000 Series" are printed
on the side and "Z Master Commercial” on the front of the mowers. The
model and serial numbers are on a metal plate located at the front of the
mower, below the seat, on the left-hand side. The following models and corre-

sponding serial numbers are included in this recall: model number 74141 with

serig s ranging from 312000101 to 312000784; model number 74143
with g nbers ranging fro p101 to 312000887; and model number
bers rang 12000101 to 312001178.
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@ 74141 - 312000
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Ford Motor Company is recalling
more than 89,000 new Ford Es-
cape SUVs and Fusion sedans
because the engines can overheat
and cause fires. The recall affects
vehicles from the 2013 model year
with a 1.6-liter turbocharged en-
gines that were sold in teh U.S.
and Canada.
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Ford says it's working on a fix and
is asking owners to contact deal-
ers, who will arrange for loaner
cars at no charge until the repairs
are made. The company says the
engines can overheat and leak
fluids onto hot parts, causing
fires. Ford is trying to find out
" what causes the overheating prob-
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quickly to address safety problems.
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end of 2012? I think the older I get the

First Degree Arson Conviction
faster the years seem to go by.

in Hennepin County
This is the time of year that with a little

nostalgia, we all look back and reassess. .
: 4 On Friday, November 16, 2012, a Hen-
In May, Whitemore Fire Consultants, - . curned "
: s nepin County jury returned a gui
Inc. was the lead investigation team for p . ,tY] Y gurity
: : : ) verdict against a defendant who was
one of Minnesota’s largest industrial fires ) ) ) )
e g charged with deliberately setting his
in history, Verso Paper Mill. One man . .
e ) : home on fire in Brooklyn Park, Min-
lost his life in this explosion and this

year, his family is celebrating the holidays without him. We were nesota in August o1
L on the scene for 65+ days, but with the commitment of my investi- Doug Noah, CFI of Whitemore Fire
% gators, we continued to provide our day-to-day investigation ser- Consultants, Inc. as well as Dan
A vices to our clients. In September we had our 16th Annual Seminar Choudek of OnSite Engineering,
K3 with over 115 attendees . . . I have heard numerous comments from Mike Tremain, SIU Investigator for
those that attended that it was one of our best. I am grateful to our State Farm Insurance, Bruce

McLaughlin of the Minnesota State
Fire Marshal’s Office, Cassandra
Crego-Ofsthun of the Brooklyn Park
Fire Department, the Brooklyn Park

many clients who continue to utilize our services for their origin

and cause needs and do not take your lgyalty and commitment to

us lightly.

I am thankful for my staff, Brian Hag oah, Brian Wi

Police D t t and the Minne-
ore, Mark McCue, Amy Powe heir wor once Lepartment and the Anne

. 5 ; sota Bureau of Criminal Apprehen-
mmitment to providing their be day out an

. sion all worked in cooperation to pre-
allenging:me to.be the best I can'b )
sent the case to the Hennepin County

like the re¢ Attorney.

Congratulations on your hard work
and verdict.
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... You can assign new lo
<via ourwebsite: www.whitemorefire.

loss” tag, complete the form and press
“submit.” You will receive an email and/or
telephone call from our on-call representa-

tive as well as a follow-up the next business

day. Just another way that we want to make

B Tt b your busy days a little less stressful.
~ WHITEMORE

FIRE CONSULTANTS, INC.

Happy Holidays!
Fre of Us at

me e

Whitemore Fire Consultants, Inc.
PO Box 1261

Prior Lake, MN 55372
952-461-7000

952-451-7100 (FAX)



